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E.O. 11652: NA 
TAGS: PINT IS 

SUB J : CABINET CRISIS: RABIN'S VIEWS 

REF: (A) TEL AVIV 8496, (B) TEL AVIV 8506, (C) TEL AVIV 8507 

DURING THE AMBASSADOR'S FAREWELL CALL ON PRIME MINISTER RABIN 
DECEMBER 20 PRIOR TO HIS STATEMENT TO THE KNESSET LATER THAT 
AFTERNOON, RABIN SHOWED AN ATTITUDE OF SELF-CONFIDENCE. HE 
SAID HE WAS CONVINCED THAT HIS DECISION TO EXPEL THE NRP FROM 
THE CABINET AND BRING ON EARLY ELECTIONS HAD BEEN THE BEST 
CHOICE AMONG A NUMBER OF POSSIBLE COURSES OF ACTION AND HE 
WAS CONFIDENT THAT HE HAD STRENGTHENED HIS POSITION AND THAT 
HE WOULD WIN THE COMING ELECTION. HE SAID HE EXPECTED THE 
ELECTION TO BE HELD IN MAY. 
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